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Spring 2018 

Utilizing the Parents Reaching Out (PRO) grant, RRDSB school councils are hosting 
Family Arts/Math Nights. Dates are listed on the right. 

As mentioned in the Fall 2017 newsletter, the Rainy River District School Board Parent 
Involvement Committee was awarded $20,000 for a 2017-2018 Regional/Provincial 
Parents reaching Out (PRO) Grant to support the Connecting Communities through 
Creativity (Family Arts/Math Nights) project.  The funds were allocated to the schools 
across the Board to use towards Family Arts/Math Nights for parents of K-12 
students.  

The Family Math Nights will help parents become more knowledgeable about the math 
curriculum, instructional strategies used in the classroom, and interactive ways to 
extend the learning of math at home. 

The Family Arts Nights will provide parents with information on arts education, arts 
programs offered in schools, and the importance of the arts in fostering positive 
student self-esteem and well-being. 

PRO Grants support parents in identifying barriers  to parent engagement in their own 
community and to find local solutions to involve more parents in support of student 
achievement and well-being. 

Attend an upcoming Family Night 

RRDSB Parent 
Involvement Committee 
Spring 2018 

Upcoming Family Arts/Math 
Nights: 

 Crossroads— May 8, 2018 
 Donald Young— May 10, 2018 
 J.W. Walker — April 25, 2018 
 McCrosson-Tovell— TBD 
 Mine Centre— TBD 
 Nestor Falls— April 26, 2018 
 North Star— February 28, 2018 
 Riverview— April 11, 2018 
 Robert Moore— April 24, 2018 
 Sturgeon Creek— April 26, 2018 
 Sturgeon Creek Alternative 

Program— May 9, 2018 
 Atikokan High— TBD 
 Fort Frances High— TBD 
Previously held events: 
 Rainy River High— December 13, 

2017 
 

Visit your school’s website for 
additional details about these events. 

New School Website Designs 

Rainy River District School Board 

Parent Involvement Committee Newsletter 

All school websites recently received an update and redesign with the Board utilizing 
services from SchoolMessenger — a 
trusted platform for parent and community 
engagement. 

The new mobile-friendly websites provide: 
 A calendar featuring events from both 

the school and the Board 
 Accessibility standard features 
 Ability to subscribe to alerts for 

calendar, newsletters 
 An area for “Upcoming Events” on 

homepage 
 Dropdown menus to quickly find 

information 
 A School News area 
 Links to Social Media 
The Board is also using the 
SchoolMessenger notification system to 
communicate with parents/guardians. It 
offers a variety of ways to send school 
notifications, such as voice, text, email and 
social media.   

For links to school websites, parent 
resources, the latest news, upcoming school 
activities and more, visit the Board website 
at:  www.rrdsb.com. 

https://www.rrdsb.com/about-us/parent-involvement-committee
http://crs.rrdsb.com/
http://dys.rrdsb.com/
http://jws.rrdsb.com/
http://mcs.rrdsb.com/
http://nfs.rrdsb.com/
http://nsc.rrdsb.com/
http://riv.rrdsb.com/
http://rms.rrdsb.com/
http://scs.rrdsb.com/
http://sca.rrdsb.com/
http://sca.rrdsb.com/
http://ahs.rrdsb.com/
http://muskie.rrdsb.com/
http://rhs.rrdsb.com/
https://www.facebook.com/RRDSB/
https://www.facebook.com/RRDSB/
https://twitter.com/rrdsb
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuOc5PrYNCq7qp5lPmriKBw
http://www.rrdsb.com/
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Celebrating Safe and Inclusive Schools 

April 11, 2018 marks the International Day of Pink. It is a day where communities across the country, and across the world, can 
unite in celebrating diversity and raising awareness to stop homophobia, transphobia, transmisogyny, and all forms of bullying. 

The International Day of Pink was started in Nova Scotia when two high school students saw a classmate being bullied for wearing 
a pink shirt. To provide solidarity, the pair got everyone at school to arrive wearing pink. The result was that an entire school took a 
stand and began working together to prevent bullying.  

The RRDSB has supported this initiative each year, encouraging students and staff to wear pink and to participate in lessons and 
activities focused on acceptance and inclusivity. 

The Day of Pink is a symbol, a spark, that empowers and inspires youth across Canada to create amazing social change! 

Bullying 

Bullying is defined as a form of repeated, persistent and aggressive 
behaviour directed at an individual(s) that is intended to cause (or 
should be known to cause) fear and distress and/or harm to another 
person's body, feelings, self-esteem or reputation.  

Schools are encouraged to use this opportunity to interrupt and stand 
against the different forms bullying can take. These include:  

• Physical – hitting, shoving, stealing or damaging property  

• Verbal – name calling, mocking, or making sexist, racist or 
homophobic comments  

• Social – excluding others from a group or spreading gossip or 
rumours about them  

• Electronic (commonly known as cyberbullying) – spreading rumours 
and hurtful comments through the use of 

cellphones, e-mail, text messaging and social 
networking sites  

Brock McGillis’ Message of Self-Love and Inclusion 

Former Ontario Hockey League (OHL) player Brock McGillis spoke with high 
school students of the Rainy River District School Board in December in an 
effort to educate and engage students to end the use of homophobic language. 
McGillis shared his struggle of being a closeted pro athlete and his empowering 
message of self love and inclusion while aiming to change the perceptions of 
LGBTQ athletes and individuals.  

 Growing up, Brock McGillis always thought hockey was his calling. After all, 
McGillis played in the OHL, professionally in the US and in Europe; as a goalie he 
was even viewed as a top prospect for the NHL. What most didn’t know was the 
struggle Brock was having internally that lead to several injuries and bouts with 
depression. Brock McGillis was fighting an internal battle; Brock was gay.  

Since coming out in 2016, Brock has received thousands of messages of support 
via Twitter, Instagram and Facebook, even interacting with youth who share their 
struggle and have nowhere else to turn for support. Brock continues to share his 
message of inclusion by aiming to combat homophobia in the rink, on the 
playground and in the halls of schools by speaking to youth.  

http://dayofpink.org/
https://www.brockmcgillis.com/
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Benefits of Arts Education in Schools 

 

Arts education, such as dance, music, drama, and visual arts, has 
numerous benefits, including aiding in child development through social 
skills, discipline, memorization, building a strong work ethic, and self-
esteem. 

The Rainy River District School Board provides arts education in a 
variety of ways. In addition to the Arts education in classroom 
curriculums, school staff often volunteer their time to lead bands, 
choirs, and musical productions. Many teachers encourage student 
participation in the Rainy River District Festival of the Performing Arts, 
taking place in April, sometimes entering classroom choruses or choral 
speaking pieces. The Board also brings in professional performances, such 
as Roseneath Theatre’s performance of “Ladies and Gentlemen, Boys and 
Girls,” April 3-5. 

Other benefits of arts education: 

 The opportunity for all students to learn about the Arts, to develop their own, respected forms of expression.  

 The development not only as an individual, but as a member of a team to better deal with social challenges including 
integration of cultures, encouraging the healthy co-existence of different customs or dealing with socio-economic 
issues like poverty.  

 Increased self-confidence and encouragement of free expression without fear of being judged.  

 Interest in the arts can motivate young people to pursue their studies to develop skills to attain a specific work or 
position, discovered through the arts.  

 Through participating in the arts, students develop self-confidence, leadership abilities and a variety of skills. 
          On the Value and Benefits of Performing Arts Presentation 
                          By Inga Petri  

The Importance of Being HERE 
The “HERE” attendance campaign, an initiative of the Northern Ontario 
Education Leaders (NOEL), recently launched Phase 2 with a video 
featuring students, parents, and staff at regional schools—including North 
Star Community School and Atikokan High School.  

Designed to build awareness around the attendance issue in Northwestern 
Ontario, the “HERE” campaign provides communications support tools to 
Boards and schools to help improve attendance.  

According to data collected in 
the 2013-14 school year, 
students in the Thunder Bay 
Region (from Kenora to 
Manitouwadge) had the highest 
rates of persistent absenteeism 
in the province. Students are 
considered persistently absent 
if they miss 10% of the days 
they were expected to be in 
school. In the Thunder Bay 
Region, the rate of persistent 
absenteeism was 21.6%.  

The reasons for persistent absenteeism across the region are diverse and 
varied and can include mental health issues, issues associated with low 
socio-economic status, sporting events, illness, medical appointments, family 
travel, and family commitments. Absenteeism is connected to student 
performance and well-being. Less time in school results in weaker reading 
skills, lagging development in social skills, and a greater risk of dropping out. 

Watch the video at: https://youtu.be/m6QXrh7mwao 

Reminder—When buses are cancelled, schools remain open and 
continue to provide instruction. If you can make arrangements to get 

your child to and from school, and you feel road conditions are safe enough 
to do so, have your child attend. “Snow Days” provide the perfect 
opportunity for some students to receive more individualized instruction.  

http://roseneath.ca/ladies-and-gentlemen-boys-and-girls-about-the-play/
http://roseneath.ca/ladies-and-gentlemen-boys-and-girls-about-the-play/
https://www.facebook.com/RRDSB/videos/1155301794603451/
http://www.heretoolkit.com/
https://youtu.be/m6QXrh7mwao
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The Rainy River District School Board and Rainy River District 
Social Services Administration Board announced in December 
that they received $6,453,382 from the Government of 
Ontario to construct three new child care centres in the 
District. 
The child care centres will be located at Robert Moore School 
in Fort Frances, Donald Young School in Emo, and Rainy River 
High School in Rainy River. All three centres will be additions to 
the existing facilities. 
The funding was secured through a joint submission to the 
Ministry of Education’s Capital Funding for Child Care and 
Family Programs. 
In addition, funding for the consolidation of North Star 
Community School and Atikokan High School at the AHS site 
was recently announced. The new school will also feature a child 
care centre and Best Start Hub.  
“The new daycare locations will be a benefit to our school 
communities. School-based child care centers provide our 
youngest children with a seamless day, reducing the number of 
transitions in a child's life and providing comfort and security, 
which supports student achievement and well-being.” said 
Heather Campbell, Director of Education of the Rainy River 
District School Board. 

Funding Received for Child Care Centres 

For the first time ever, the school boards of 
Northwestern Ontario have teamed up to offer families a 
Regional Kindergarten Registration Week for 2018. During 
this special week, February 26 to March 2, schools across 
Northwestern Ontario will be hosting open house events 
and activities to support families with registering their 
child for school for September 2018. Although schools 
accept new registrations anytime, the Regional 
Kindergarten Registration Week is a great opportunity for 
families to learn about programs and opportunities, meet 
the educational teams and register their child for school in 
the fall.  

Regional Kindergarten Registration Week 

Kindergarten Registration Open Houses are being 
held at schools across the District from February 
26—March 2. To be eligible to register, pupils must 
meet the following requirements: 

 Year 1 kindergarten students must attain the 
age of 4 years before December 31, 2018 

 Year 2 kindergarten students must attain the 
age of 5 years before December 31, 2018 

 A birth certificate or other legal proof of birth 
is required for each child being registered. 

 Please bring proof of physical address (bank 
statement, driver's license, utility statement 
etc.) 

 As well, the Northwestern Health Unit requests 
that the child 's Ontario Health Card Number 
and Immunization Record be present at the time 
of registration. 

Visit any of the schools to register or contact them 
for more information. 

Open House Dates 

Crossroads School 
Wednesday, Feb. 28 

2:00-6:00 p.m.  

Donald Young School 
Wednesday, Feb. 28  

3:30-6:30 p.m.  

J.W. Walker School 
Tuesday, Feb. 27  
2:00-5:00 p.m. 

McCrosson-Tovell School 
Thursday, Mar. 1  
9:00-10:30 a.m.  

Mine Centre School 
Thursday, Mar. 1  

9:30-10:30 a.m. at  
Seine River FN 

1:00-2:00 p.m. at  
Nigigoonsiminikaaning FN 

Nestor Falls School 
Wednesday, Feb. 28  

12:00-3:00 p.m.  

North Star Community School 
Tuesday, Feb. 27  
3:30-5:00 p.m.  

Riverview School 
Wednesday, Feb. 28  
11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  

Robert Moore School 
Wednesday, Feb. 28  

2:00-5:00 p.m.  

Sturgeon Creek School 
Friday, Mar. 2  

1:30 - 4:00 p.m.  

Research shows that parent engagement in healthy 
schools is connected to better outcomes for students, 
and healthy children are better prepared to learn. The 
Northwestern Health Unit, in partnership with area 
school boards, is seeking feedback from parents of 
school-aged children 
across the region to 
gain a better 
understanding of the 
barriers to 
engagement, and 
discover new ways to 
increase parent-
school connection in 
Northwestern 
Ontario.  If you 
would like to 
participate, you can 
complete an online 
survey, or join an 
online discussion 
panel or participate in a local focus group with other 
parents.  For more information, email 
efischer@nwhu.on.ca or call 274-9827 ext. 3638  

Engaging Parents in the Healthy Schools 
Movement Project   

https://www.rrdsb.com/initiatives/kindergarten-program
https://crs.rrdsb.com/
https://dys.rrdsb.com/
https://jws.rrdsb.com/
https://mct.rrdsb.com/
https://mcs.rrdsb.com/
https://nfs.rrdsb.com/
https://nsc.rrdsb.com/
https://riv.rrdsb.com/
https://rms.rrdsb.com/
https://scs.rrdsb.com/
https://www.nwhu.on.ca/Pages/home.aspx

